
 

MODALS FOR PERMISSION,  
OBLIGATION AND PROHIBITION 

 

The formula is the same for all the modals: 
 

Subject + Modal + Verb + Complement 
       base 
       form 

 

 Subject Modal Verb 
Base 
form 

Complement 

Permission 
 
 

You   
 
They  

can 
 
are allowed to 
 

swim 
 
camp 

in this area. 
 
here. 

Obligation 
 
 

We 
 
I 

have to  
 
´ve got to  

pay 
 
take  

taxes. 
 
a test. 

Prohibition 
 
 
 

You  
 
She 

can´t 
 
isn´t allowed to 

smoke 
 
go  

in restaurants. 
 
to the party. 

 


